BIKE TEST

DAVE YATES DIABOLO

Take a handbuilt frame from one of Britain’s best known frame
builders, then add a well planned component package to get a bike
that rides like the devil.
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he Dave Yates Diabolo
comes as a frameset
only. Al £280, il lends
itself very well to shops
on the lookout for a
gquality frame to build up
to customers’
specifications while
keeping the price within
the bounds of reason.
Simply draw up a spec
sheet and bolt on
whatever components
your heart desires or
your bank balance
allows.

Fit up a Diabolo with
a selection of trick bits
from Ritchey, X-Lite,
Rhino and Mavic as we
did, and it has the feel of
a custom mountain bike,
but the price tag of an
‘off the peg’' machine.




The Frame
Acknowledged as ane of the
nest frame builders in Britain,
Dave has been making MTBs
since1983. Panly because of its
iow cost, the Diabolo 1s one of
his most poputar models and so
tar he has built around 200 of
them. Every frame is hand
made, usualily in batches of
eight o ten, by Dave st M
Stesl's frame shop in the North
East

Standard models come In
three sizes - 16,18 and 20
nches --and a two colour fade
finish. For anextra £58, you can
get one cusiom made o your
own specilications and sprayed
up in tha colour of your choice

The frame is made of fillat
prazed Columbus Cromor OR
tubing, very durable thaugh
dafinitely not the lightest lubing
around, Dave also makes bikes
from a selection of other
lubesets, including Coumbus
Max OR and a speciat
Raeynolds ubese! called 731
that is specifically drawn for
him. A typical 731 frame would
cosl around £429

Columbus Cromoris a race
oriented tubeset, based on the
ltafian company’s own
Nivacrorm steel but with extra
material around the bults: The
additional butting makes a
stronger frama by reinforcing
areas where strength is most
nesded - around the head tubs,
Botiom bracket and seat
cluster

All cables are routed aiong
the top wbe, though instead of
a top pull front mech the front
cable runs to a standard tmech
via a brass pulley twoinches
above the botfom bragket. This
arrangemaent is a bit
unnecessary and doesn't
improve shifting, but it would ba
possible 1o ignare the pulley

two water boitle bosses and. as
a nod fo anyone in search of
versatility, a setof mudguard
ayes,

The Forks

On'a frame like this, you can
have any fotks youwant. Mend-
a-Bike, who specced this bike
and distribute Dave Yates bikes
in'the South East, plugged ina
pair of Jog Murray's tripie
putted Project Twoforks: Triple
bulling means the tibing used
Irs the forks' manufecture has
three steps - thicker al the 1op,
thinner at the bottom. This
saves weight and puts sizength
whers |1 is needed: at tha 1op,
near the crown.

The current version also
fealures sliimmead down
dropouts - the bit that holds the
wheel, Tha new sty dropouts
are lighter than befora without

ary compromisa in strength, so
they won't fall apart on the first
gnarly downhill, Another factor
in the choice of Project Twos

| was price. A pair only adds £40

to the £280 frama price. The
way (hese straight bladed black
forks complemented the black
seaf pin and black flinish on the
L.X'groupset was:an incidental
bonus

The Groupset
The components selected were
a mixture drawn from Shimano's
new LX and Deare DX
groupsets. We are going 1o see |
more mixing and matching next
year, as the custorn look has
Dean picked up by a ot of
buliders and bike companigs.
The new LX greup has been
sa well racelved that many
campanigs - Speciafized, for
example - have specced bits
fromit at the top end of thelir
range, seieclively upgrading
other parts; such as front and
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and run & top pull mech
instead.
The frame also cormes with

rear mechs, for enhanced
performance and durability
The Digbaolo was bullt with

this philesophy in mind. Tha
upgraded DX machs provids
similar performance to the

cheaper LX ones biut last
longer,
Shimano's latest LX STI

(Gave Yatos twkes v e South East, plugged in &
butted Profeot Two lovks: Triple dutting méans the
manuiaclurg has thies steps - thicker af the fop
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