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TG welded aluminium/steel frame, aluminium linkage fork;
STX chainsel; slastomer suspension

TIG weilded aluminium frame, aluminium forks; Alivio
chainset; GripShint SATS00; elastomer Headshok fork
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Lugged/fillet brazed Reynolds custom mix frams, Crivio
forks; Shimano LX transmission; Deore thumbshifters

£1000 MTBs  hike test
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CHOICE

Slap a cool £1000 on to the counter of your
local bike shop and you have a huge range
of bikes to choose from. PAUL LYONS looks
at three very different bikes for three very
different styles of riding

in your pocket, it's easy to go
mad and buy the flashiest design
you can lay your hands on.

I f you haye £1000 burning a hole

Think about it, and you'll walk
past thosa purple temptrosses
Evan far £1000, you're going to
have to compromise on some
things when it comes to trug
performance.

That's not necessarlly 3 bad
thing (do you really nesd tianium
ralls on your saddle?) You must
look at what you're going to do with
your new bike, the kind of rider you
are and the style of riding you want
to do, It you just sprint around the
flatland of Thetford Forest, you'll
proshably find 2 rigid or front
guspension bike i better than a
dual suspension beast...

We've chosen three very
different bikes for our test: one
nigid; one with frent suspension
only; and one with dusl
suspension,

That kind of choize shows what

you get to chaase from for your
£1000Q... The Dave Yates Diabolo
i3 & pseudo-custom bike from one
of Britain's most highly regarded
MTB builders, From a stock range
of sizes, you can choose any
special braze.ons and, of caursa,
virtually any colour, Our test bike
was fitted with a mixture of
Shimano LXDX, with Haope hubs,
thumbshifters and & loe Murray
Project Two fork.

The Canrondale Detia V500 is
the cheapest bike in thelr front
suspension range, Using the same
frame as tha more expensive
models, it's fittad with a custom
elastomer frant shock, housad
within an enfarged head tube, The
bike comes with a mix of Shimano
STX and Alivio bits with GripShitt
SRTE0D shifters

The Proflex 754 is 3 dual
suspenston Fuminium frame with
aluminium linkage forks. Bath
front and rear suspension uses
Girvin's own alastomer systems
The groupsel is Shimang STX
throughout.

30, how did they do on test?

Frame

Dave Yates sent us &
Diabolo frame with his
exclusive Reynolds
'Dave Yates" 731
custom tube set. It has 753 chain
stays, 531 seal stays, top tube and
seat tube and a custom ribbed and
butted down fube. The frame costs
E443, with whatever colour and
braze-ons you like.

Itz fillet brozed with a lugged
bottom bracket and seat cluster {2
straight CrMo version costs £335,
while a Columbos Max OR Team is
£619). If you don't nead a full
custom job, but would like, 23y,
half an inch in the top lube, that's

another £65. The build quality was
superb, with excellent braze
penetration end-alighmeant. The
damaged bottom bracket shell
{courtesy of a MBUK Wrecking
Crew test..,) made 1t impossible for
us fo do a complete alignment
check. But what we ¢ould do was
spot-on

The Project Two forks are
arguably the best
pricefperformance rigid forks you
can buy, If you buy them with the
bike, you ¢an have them in any
colour.

The Cannondale frame's eye-
catching shaoe is 3 function of its
unlque Headshok suspension  m






