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Qar “thrown together
wilh what was lying
around" test bike

DAVE
YATES
DIABOLO

Dave Yates will build anythng you
ask for, within the confines of
safety and his reputarion, Riders,
with freaky bady dimensians or

competes handspmely
with muss produced big
name suff.

those wanting weird braze-on
appendages need only ask politely,
define the boundaries of their
waller, it back and wait. The wait
should not drag mto tedium
because the Yates frame building
waorkshop has gor its ace well
enough sorted to cope with
whatever comes their way, whether
it be big orders from shops or
diverse requests from those who
feel disinclined to sctde for the
clone approach of the masemarket.

The Diabolo'is the balanced :
sum of the most popular features
on Yaws custom MTB frames. [c's
35 niear as fic cOmes 1o miss ;
production; batch built in the most |
popular sizes and utilising the
reasonably priced Columbus
Cromor-OR tbes. [c's available as
a frame, in wwo-colour fade, for
£335 (plus £50 for a Kona Projece
Two fork), or as a complete bike
with your own componentry
preferences. Our test bike was, ta
quote Yates, “thrown rogerher with
what was lying around”. Priced ar
around £900, it has all the
hallmarks of a ready-to-hammer
machine that, weighing in at
25.751b and specced with mainly
Deore LX, competes handsomely
with most of the miss produced
big niame stuff.

If you're looking for somethirnig
with-a lircle less weight or moge
individuality, the Columbus Cyber
tubed version comes in ar £450; or
you can let Yares loose with his
own Reynolds tube mix at che
same price. The Diabolo Team, in

Columbus Max OR, i5 £519,

Frame & forks Columbus
Cromor-OR tubes are noramong
the lightest around, bug they build
into 4 classy loaking, lively and :
strong frame thacis ar home on the ;
race circuit or rouring the world.
The double butted mainframe
weighed in at 5lb 407 (17in). The
head tube was immacalately fille
brazed into the ropand down

[ Immsaculate fillet brazing is a Dave Yates
: trademark, not TIG welding that is
i common to most big production bikes.

i tubes, with the other end of the
i top tube "Bowing’ into a 3in
i remforcement sleeve at the rop of

the seat tube, The bortom bracker

! was a plain lugged unit, responsible :
i forabig chunk of the weight,
i seatstays were fastback design with

an integral allen bolt at the scar

¢ cluster and a neacsingle arm
¢ sloed cable guide, and the
i chamstays had plenty of tyre toam.

f Triple stotred cable guides gracecd

¢ the top tube and there were eyelers
¢ for rack and guards on the rear

i dropouss, but no rack mountings

on the seatstays and only one set of

i bottle eage evelers, Yates can fit

i whatever extras you require. One
i moan— the inside of the scat rube
: was poorly finished, scraping lines
¢ in the searpm as we adjusted iv,

The fork was the excellene
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strzight bluded Kona Project Two
one of the crispest-handling farks
around and reasonably light. Frame
geometry was relaxed and
pleasingly neutral, 70.5 degree
head and 72.5 degree scac angles,
with a long (23in) top tube on our
17in test bike and a shightly longer
wheelbase than avetage (42.25in).
PRO RATING DESIGN 80%
FINISH 90%

Transmission The Disbolo ook
the mix'n'macch approach o

Touches like the neat single arm slotfed
cahle guide are typical Dave Yates,

MTB PRO

mnsmiission. On a £900 bike,
Shimano’s Deore LX driverrain
componentry is simply average

i The cranks were from a "94 group,
¢ with the new pattern 22, 32, 42

: rings; at the time of writing sall

i not replaceable because there ace
no spares in the shops, Gear machs
! were from '93, fine by us, openited
: through Deore DX thumbshifrers,
i The retro appeal of indexed

E 'l\‘]n,l’l’l“: never f‘]\i‘K \K/" ]llvl‘ "IP’
: mechanieal simplicity and the

: fricrion swirch oprion for when

= sumething goes haywire, and it
seerns a great pity that chey are

: slowly becommg extiner

Last year's cassetre sprockets

: muay not offer the 11 tooth grinder
: gear, bur they do emit thit 1510

i 18 wooth jump thar has irriraced wy
i on '94 casserres, Instead, the
Diabola oflered 13, 16, 18, 20, 22,
124, 28. The 16 was 4 gzu!mnd for
steady smte nding, the et werc

i dloge enough for comforrapart

i from the bottom drop to a 13,

i again steessing thar anly eighe-

¢ speed clusters can truly offer clase
rarios AND the full range. 22-28

2 was OK on the severe climbs, but

¥ 42-13 was too spinny for straight |
i gravity drops. PRO RATING75% :

The Diabofo respands well {0
prdaliing surges; and skips

 Yirough sin

cws 111t were

G FuteHlToT!

Braking Therc’s not o lot to say
¢ abour LX brake calipers with SIX

levers, They're casy to et up, casy

¢ to adjuse, dependable and efficient.
¢ We like the independent

: adjustment and replaceability of

i separate brake and gear levers. Tl
i combined Rapidfre Plus units are
OK for most nders bot it's not

i always easy to find spare parrs if

i you susuin crach damage or if the
f ‘l"'l.'rﬂfl' \'\")fl!;'ltvi U"d)L‘ u]l;lﬁlcr'; 5‘)

¢ an strike. PRO RATING 85%

and excels on demanding

singletrack. Dave Yates creations will 5

always bear a slight weight

disadvantage over simifarly priced
Taiwanese offerings, bacause he

continues to use the fine art of
brazing and filing, but we
suspect the demands for his
artistry will continue as long as
the principles of ‘intermediate
technology' are respected.

i apokes seem o rule the roost. With
i Campagnolo Stheno rims and

| butted spokes, wheel weightwas

i sall low and the in-heuse build

i quality was superb. Specialized

: wreads shod the hoops, a Cannibal

1 on the back, Storm Conrrol front,
both particularly talented in the

i filthiest conditions, but perfectly ar
| home over most terrain

PRO RATING 80%
Comfort & detail 1+ good  seea

; £ 23.51n handlebar in these times
i Wheels Like the thumbshifters, the -

i 36 spoke wheels were a birof a

I yetro touch In these days when 32

\\'hfl’l narraow h.’?r'ﬂ seem o hC n \\TI}'

i of cheating weight. The 144g bars,
¢ anZa ends and 269g Zoom stem

Summary: Dave Yates Diabolo

The Diabolo offers an all-raund appeal
that pure race thoroughbreds often | #
lack, It's at ease over hill and dale,

Yy weight 75%
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Value For 759,
Money

Overall )
Performance 85%
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