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test report: Dave vates

A British mountain bike frame kitted out with
(mainly) British components provides Robert
Garbutt with a chance to wax lyrical about just
what makes Britain great. Even our mud.

ONE of the greatest advantages of 8
British mauniain bike frame is that it
i built fo accoramodats our wander
fibsticky mud. With this in mind, the
Dave Yates framie starts out with 50
banis points befare |t has even been
ridden. Add to this the perfect han-
diing, some of tha mast styfish finish-

Jngivollll aver ses and the resull Is,

frankly, the Best MTE this writer Has

-ever ridden

Tyneside’s Dave Yates: ks well

Known as pre- of Britain's: pramiar

mountzin bike frame bulldérs with a
reputation bullt up aftar 11 years® ax-
perfence of tha off-road market. His
noad expertise ‘goas back ta) 1977,
whichi s a Jong-winded way of saying
{hat ne knows how to put a frams to-
gether;

I ali about balancs according to
Dave — antl | reckon he's right, At 23
nthes the top tba ks hall an ihch

Jonger than nomal far @n' 184nch

frame. This means that | can use a
shoriar stam, keeping my Welght in
tha middie, The front whewl doesn't
1y 10 bump your, GHin with: sudden
uphill efforts “and descending, even
at my, modest speads; s more de-
pandable. Angles are the usual 71-
dagres head and, 72-degree seat —
S0 there are no srprises here.

Part ol the credit-for the handiing
must go: ta the: Project' Two forks.
Yates says that he can't bulld a batter

pair for-the money — 50 he doasn't
bother, ‘These benchmarie MTE farks
are made By Kona from triple:-butted
Ishiwsta' tubing and were  first
launched six years ago. John Savilia
from the importers; Second Level

Sport; explains that his forks are more

tapered than butted, being thickest at
the folle column, Savifie has no techs
nical expfanation why the forks stesr
0 wall = only thal they do — and |
agree. Since their in«

is:not.overly long, theysecrat hers s

the smple space around the raar tyre:
Even with —a 2 1-zéction . tyre no
amount of mud: could stop It slipping
through'| the ovalissd Max OR
chalnstays.

Max OF |s the fop Columbius off-
road tubing cambining the thrae big
plusss — rigidity, llghtness and
strength. It s also the most distinctive
with oversized elliptical sections: set

vertically, or. horizontally at opposite
andle of the tube. The result fs an ul-
tra-light stesl frame with the rigidity of
an pversized allivinlum frams. Ifound
that the' ride was similar fo" a
Cannondgla frame — only it was
slightly more comfortable. .

Good point number three is the
perfectly finished fillet: brazed joints;
Yates' ‘sacret’ hers I8 very ancurate
mitririauAll foifits are finished by, hand
80 It 15110 surprise that it takes a full
two days to build a/frame,

Then thers is the paint — a choice!
of B0 supar-tough, chip-proaf: stove
enamalied colours,

Frame only prica’ for, standard
sizes of 16,18 /or 20 inches [
£5198.95, with & custom gizinga eption
for a further €65, bUt prices start at
£335 for Golumbus Cromon OR,

|itried to fit as much mainstream
British equipment as possible, opting
for a Boyes batiom brackst, X-Lite
handlebars, bar ends, brake levers.
seat piflar and' qUiok-release mecha-
nisims; pius Middlebuen chdinset and
Hope hubs:

Much' has- already besn  writien

trociuction” in - 1988
the forks have be-
come lighter and
stronger, Saville
reckons the original
forks were 0D rigld
and Fad no give-to
abaort ' shocks Oh
and | that ‘nams —
Project  Twa " forks
were the - second
project of ex-US na-
tlonal champion: and
ariginal Kona dssign
suprema Joe Murray.
His first’ 'was ithe
frame.

Back to the Yates -

frame and that-gen-
erous mud | clear-
ance. With a 42/~
inch whissibass and
16 A sinch
chainstays the frame
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ahout the Royte bmch.éts with ultra-
amooth sealed bearings and: uitras
ligtit et strong titanium axies. Like a)l
Hoyce brackets once fitted it &an ba
forgotten about for this ahed sayalal

Segsons to' come with the gandiely”

malntenance-fres bearings.
| Titariom is also X-Lite's choica for
ithelr XLA' Handlabars. Thess ars
drawn and swaged to aive the best
combination of siréngth, flexibility and
durability with ' the ‘handiebars de-
signed 1o absorh slock. |-opted for
the thee-degres bend and, natural
polished finishe. Unliks other handie:
hars the 21+inch width s exactlyright
-and does notlneed cuthing cown
which i= just 2s well as the bars are
fitted ‘With machined: and’ sngravad
| coloured end caps for added strenath
Wwhen clamping the' X-Lite-Alto 1 bar

‘onds.

‘These aré a perfect fit ‘for my
hands dand offer two riding poslwna
They Hava. X-Lite's | \Unique domed
-spun ends and’are knuried for & se-
oure grip:

/Othar. X-Litd' favourites ara the
Chicken Stix thres finger braks Javers.

‘sibile; Don't avertighten these

Themglvegoodcmﬂbdnbleleverage'

and, ke tha' bar énds and seat pilar,
tkaruumbottsarausedwhuwpos-
ldidanddemtahslmg*ofanﬁ-saae
It was impossibie to remove the tirake
lever and | had to cut fhe balt. -
Edrlisr problems  with - the  seat

clamp skpnng havenow bean solved |

and tha: naw Wedge desian

slamps the saddie securaly. Cars

must be taken not 1o let the Loclite
seilEnt ooze out arid tip of yol could
ba laft With'a blg spot of bans metal if

\vou follaw my sxampla’and isave itan

the paint overnight.

Faim mpressad with the' Camiok
whee! quick-réleases — not just tha
fightwsaight, 82 arams for lheshlnlesa
stest and sljoy combination — but the
fact that one twist:of the. lever opens
the machanism wide enatigh for fast,
easy wheel removal, Therals no nesd
fo also undo the adjustér as 1550 of-
ten the case with other makss.

T MiddiebUm chainsetis my ia-
yourite: off-road | design. Extansive
flutiog' on the. inside ol’ thi cranks
kéeps the weight down 1o just 400

arams; A big auvmtage i5 that the
spidecibolts separately to the cranks
and can ba changed to sccommo-

date MicroDrive, read oF standard:

MTB chalnrings.
My ehainset was fitted with slicy

bolts and’ there was & prabiem with'

these' creaking undar load. Despite

applying plenty of graase these bolts:

aventually selzed 88| cranked up the
allen key pressiire to:5top the hoiss:
| drlﬂed out the niined bolts and
replaced ail nva with first steal-and
then tltanium boits. Both ware then

silang,
Brillant fa' the only, wond for the
Hopecgsseﬂomwwb lhmnm

\usad anything better, The sams hub
oan be convarted betwesn savan and
eight spead witha simple 2lloy spacer;

| was ‘pleassd that the desian of
tha front hub has beeraltered after
problems with éycessive play, in fha
Daarings of the previaus front suspst
sion hub. This new version alsa incor-
porates alloy Bovers 1o kesp the worst
ditt out of the bearings.

Gonstant ypgrading contlnues
and my |atest acquisition is: a pair
of Gripshit SRT800 gear &hifters.
More about thase later —if | can
bring mysalf ta gat £2,000 Worth ot
mountain  bike Govered in, mud
again;

TECH SPEC

MANUFPACTURER: Dave Yalss
MTB’S,

DISTRIBUTOR: M. Staal L1d on 091
234 3275,

PRICE: £1.945 (Frame only; £519.95)
WEIGHT: 221bs Boz

FRAME: Columbus Max OR tubing,
Ritchey s,

FORK: Korlfl Project Two, Shimano
Dedre DX 1" headsat

SIZE RANGE: 16, 18, 20"

SIZE TESTED: 18"

WHEELBASE: 42/ *

TOP TUBE LENGTH; 25"

FORK RAKE: | 65"

CHAINSTAY LENGTYH: 16 /"

BB HEIGHT: 117,

HEAD ANOLE: 71 o

SEAT ANGLE: 73 degreas
STANDOVER HEIGHT: 28 '/ "
CHAINSET: Middlabum, 172.5mm
cranks

BOTTOM BRACKET: Foyos
Tianiunm

PEDALS: Onza HO titanjurm

GEAR MECHANISMS: Shimano XT
including thumbshiftess,

BRAKES: Dia Compe 987 stimups
with X-Uita Chicken Stik |evars,
Venhlll Controf Systom calies, Onza
Chilipdl hangoers,

HANDLEBARS: X-Lita XLA fitanium,
3-gdegred bond, 21 ins wida.

BAR ENDS: X 1 lig Alta Cing P
STEM: Spacialized, 13"/ .cm.

SEAT PILLAR: X-Lits Wedge- Head.
SADDLE: San Marco Folls titaniurn.
HUBS: Hop= Ultalight front, casselle
rear.

RIMS: Fitchey Rock 395E front
Ritchay Rodik4 158 redr, 32-hola.
GEAR RATIOS: 48/30/28 with 1214/
16/ 18/21/24/28

TYRES; Ritchoy Afa Bita 2.1 front,
Ritahéy Qibga Bits 2.1 rear.
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