'IT'S nyy bike, and I’ bulid [t how 1 want
o No, of course Dave Yates didn't
stamp his foot and' say that. On the
other ‘hand, you, can ba pretty c2dain
(hal when It came to making an Audax
bike for his own use Yates made a big
affort W hulld something approaching
his idew of ths wltimate machina,

Audax riding s all- ahout spending
long hours n he saddie; hours during
which 4 hike's smali and nomally unno-
ticad failings can start 1o niggfe, While
Ihera may not be a pirize for ciossing the
ling in fiest place, in other respects the
physical challenge of the Audax expari«
eiiee Is rémarkably close 1o road racing.
Your Audax: rlde: cannot afferd ta
Ignore 2y did to cyciing efficlency, and
It is hardly surprising that many
machings are nothing more than road
race bikes with mudguards.

Such a description dozsn’t apply to
Yales's hike, nol lzast becausa fight
from tha first it was alvaays going 1o bo
usad dor Audax, One of the advantagss
of this approach is tiat the frama can be

Built with Audax in mind, the Dave Yates Randonneur may look
like a race set-up with mudguards, but it comes into its

own over 200km. Richard Hallett investigates

built-spacifically for mudguards, There
15, of coutse, more to fitting these
untoved strips of plastio. or aluminlum
Ihan making sure there is-4 hit of 2 gap
batween tyre and lork grown. or brake
bridge; and this particular eycle is-a per-
lect example of how 10 do It proparly.
For &'start it is fitted wilh & decent pair
of guards. ESSE's supsr-tough tharma-
plastic jobbits are pratty well tha indus-
try standard; They have -a worthwhile
salgty famurgin the shape of the front
quards stay cllp, Which releasss the
stay il anything gels caught between the
guard and whes,

The thin metal attachment clips do
fdil ‘occasiomlly, 50 Yates: has done
away with them altogather. Instead, at
the front' he has brazed in a small
threaded pieca under the fork crown to
take -an Aflan bolt via a hole. deilled
through the guard, The rear guard js
similarly locited by balts (hreading
directly info the trake and chainstay
bridpes. The system (s neat, elfective
and well warin the extra effort:

No-extra affort §s required 1o avoid
ovérlap — just the wit to make stre {he
front wheel splndie i5 far enough from
the bottom bracket axd, A bit fatigued
after 200km? That's when tooching
shos 10 mudguard, or wheel for that
matter, could bring you off, Yates has
allowed 60.5em batwesn contres, which
Is more. than enough for ke avarage
shos, The Back and gets tha same son
of treatment; lang stays, plenty ol reom

betwesn the guard and sezt lube <6 the
tyre won't ‘have a change 1o rob.
Mudguards can be {rritating, but with 2
Iitile attention to detal] thay can go
unnoticed — #xaept in a Neatwind

All that roominess adds p 1o a fair-
ty substantial whealbase, which IS no
bad thing. Yates wanted a bike that
would réquire minimal effort 1a keep an
the straight and rarrow. Light hut stable
stearing geomatry, that whesbase and
o stitf: famasat give the bike utterly.
reassiring handling. The frameset itself
would be a straightforward, I beautiful-
Iy finlshed, iabrication in Raynolds 653,
ware [t not for the ovarsized top tube
(that's whera the extra stiffness comes
iy cast lugs and the Hitle hand-gut
stainless siazl DY logos brazed lo gach
stilg of tha fork crown and to the rear
brake bridge, Yates made thesa to give
his bike a'persenal tough, ani they are
not found on the base 531 or 653
Randonnée models, With Ihis frame
specification Ihey add that all-mportant
touch ot Tuxury,

Further Atdax-orientated detailing
i5 found In the provision of threadad
seal stay-and drop-out bosses foc a rear
rack, seal stay pump pegs to liherate
space for 2 second water botila on the
Seal tuba, and 2 little additional boss for
a rear light. A ridg ol 600km will
inevitably Involve soma night cyeling,
and e poplisr tweak & o fit a
dynanmo only to be used for additional
lighting on dascents, where the extra

drag fsn't & problemy. This idsa obvipus:
ly doesn't appeal to our frama’ builder,
ar he would surely have fitted a.dyhamu
boss as wall,

Despite the impression given by all
these braze-ons that’ weight saving 18
relativaly unimpariant, there 1s nothing
roally ‘superfluous on the bike. Thirty-
two double-hutted spokes are deemed
anough for reifability, espectally as they
are taced into Mavie Open SUP rims.
Yates's cholee of Michelin HI-Spont
Select tyres is 3 pice ane, for in 23¢ sec-
tlon they #re quick, arippy and durable
One of aur test examples wen! pess
shaped after the Keviar punctire pro-
tection band took a big cuot, but thay are
otharwisa sxcellent, His choice of Inner
tuble was Iess-inspired. Tha front wheal
suffarad a good old blow-0ut 10 Iis fatax
tube atter |ust five miles of fhie test.
Butyl may bé boring, but at [sast
i's refiable

Some sgch desoription might wall
apply 1o Shimano’s mid-range 105
groupsat, which appears o the Yates in
triple chainring guise, Here, for the
moment, 13 the distinguishing mark of &
pure’ andonnée bike. For sure; tounsts
usé triples, but with much bigger
sprackeis af the back. Herg we hava o
stralght-through cassattd qiving ratios
from 108-inch down to 4D-inch; low
enough for mountalnous terraln taken
Audax-styls, but a bit too high for full
tauring The real beauty of this casselta
is Ike close spacing it gives: betweer
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ratios throughout the range, You could
get the same spread with a double ring
sat-up, bot with much blgger gaps
The only downside to this arrangement
{5 the Increasad Q" factor of the drive-
=ida pedal,

As you'd expect, the rest of the
groupset workad almost Nawlessly for
the test. The transmission yses a Sachs
chaln on hs Shimano sprockets with no
apparant [l effects, and the ST] lovers'
tunotion was well up to Ullegra stan-
dard. Only the loosening of a frant hub
cang aftar some time subtracted from a
top score. Shimang ¢onfinues to. offer
painted fintshes on some compaonent
parts, and the shade chiosen for 105 is

nice gnough, It cerainly looks good
wiith Yates's rather fancy paintiob.

The whita head (ube gives a glassic
totch continuad by the Cinelli 1A stem
and Campagnolo headset The fitment
ol a budget Kalioy sestpes! spails
things a tad, although this partioular
Aitchuy-copy model always works wall,
Perhaps the seatpin just cannot hopea o
shing In the company of that magnifi-
cent saddle.

You may be comforted to Knaw that
this saddie ¢id nol 12k part in the lesy
partty bacause a plece of butt (yas, real-
Iy} teathar staped by decades of Inti-
mate pontact fits Its owner better than
anyone sise. Brooks saddles ara held in

UL

high regard by aficionades; but they
need carelu] treatment for long Tife, Get
them wet, and. the shape goas n short
order. Thay are best used on tikss with
mudguards; fhen. tha  welght Is
less noticeabla,

If the saddle shows Dave Yates to be
4 die-hard Uaditionalist, then his: bike
faken as a whole says that he Is one
with-an eye for a good tyeak and a pret-
ty finist. The rest of the bike is peatty
good 1on, bul you'd need to rids It a
[ong way to know how good.

What is Audax?

AN Audax ride is-an-evint tn under
aithiar Audax Club Parisien of Euraudax
regulations, The more genersl  term
‘Randonnés” refers to. any Audax. of
simifar touring ride. Think of a raliabiiity
ridg with knobis on and you are on the
right track, for the idea s to complete &
pra-datermined courss within a specl-
fiad, not especially generous tme fimit,
The avarage speed requirgd may  he
anything from 15.10 30kph, and Audax
tiding is intended to cater for riders
of all abilities.

At its best, though, Audax Is &
severe 12at for a fit rider. While there are
rldas at 50, 100 and 150km, the raal
actinn starts ¥t 200k On completion
of \his distance a rider qualllies as a
Randonneur, but there 15 harder to
come In the shapa of ridés of up 1o
1,000km. The nlimate Aldac ride is
from Paris to Brasi and back. aver
1,200km. Ta quallfy for the P-B-F,
which takes place swery four years, you
will have ta complete 8 séries of rides;
one each, of 200, 300, 400 and 600k,
within ano vear.

Audax avents drs orgasisad by
Avdax UK members and listad In the
AUK cafendar, which currently lists over
290 rides per yaar. Each rider carries &
route sheat and card that Has to be
stamped and timed 4t control points
along the rowte, This is fater sent to AUK
for validatior, aftar which the rider may

buy the madal and badgs for Ihe $lan-
dard distance ridden.

There are categories for fived wheel,
trike and tandem and for juniors,
women and veterans, and [oining AUK
casts a new membar £89. It this sounds
[ike fun, or a suitable challenge for that
matier, apply lo Ray Smith, AUK
Mombarship Secretary, 43 Marriott
Grove, Sandal, Wakafizld WF2 6RP for
mambarship detalls.
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