ith the predominance of

MTBs, the traditional British

touring bike has become

ever more sidelined by the

bigeer manufacturers and
sven by many dealers, Increasingly, the besl
decls are offered by specialist shops and frame
tuilders whocan build full-custom models ar put
together a value-for-money package with plenty
of options, Both approaches appeal to riders
who knowe what kid of touring they mast enjoy
and want a specfic machine to meet this need

a5 opposed to the more genaric approach

taken by, say, the w5 Super Galawy which has
10 3im 8t @ mass market,

Bespoke tourers tend 1o start at around
£1200, compared to the £800 Super Galaxy, s
for most tourists the investment has to be rght.
But an off the-shelf modsl simply wan't do for
many, as expenence narmally breeds strong
prefeences, Additionally, iounsts tend to want &
machine to last far decades and not simply until
the next fad. Top tounng bikes are becoming
incieasingly dedicated to specific purposes. well
built machines are-available for having a &l

slast on
a short, fast auday; the efficiency and comfort
nesds of longer audax events and hight touring;
the all-iound abilities and load canying
requirements for "raditional” oaring/camping;
and the longer-tarm rellability and exdra-haagw
loads of full blown expediticns. For our review

Argos Paris-Brest-Paris

The Argos is made from
Reynolds 725 tubing
with 531 forks. The
frame detail suggests
that it is designed for a
very long life

s
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| The Argos bag support allows ST1 to be used

cified bikes suitable for the middle

~ audax, over-nighting and stretching to
the potertial for lightweight camping, leaving our
suppliers o do the rest

Argos in Bristol have almost 25 years
expenience of bullding custam tourers, ncluding
thase used by lan Hitell, perhaps the world's
maost inrepid cycle-tounist, Their Pars-Brast-Pans
model (£1299) is ther first ‘semi-production’
machine. It's intended for audax through to
lightly loaded tounng use.

London based Condor have been supplying
distinctive touring machines for 50 years, The
Pendio tested (E£1199) is bulltfrom Reynoldy
637 and s aimed at fast day us=. Uke Argos,
Condosoffar full custem options at-extra cost

Paul Hewitt, of Leyland, Lancashire, is quickly
bullding up a nepuits
The Custom Tounng tested (£1421.73) is fully
customer specified. e the dosest of the test
brkes 1o the Super Galaxy in terms of intendad
usage — mad camping and day ndes.

For our reviesy, Tyneside based Dave Yates
ditched 700C wheels and built us-a new 26in
whested version of his tustom Hasteller
(£1150) —a bike designed for full-an touring.

Frame

Although not & full custany machine, the
purchaser goes throlgh 8 thorough measuring
session with the founder ol Argos, Arthur

£1299

An expert mitre on the ‘fast back’ stays

1 for top quality machines.

Needharm, on an adpusteble mocked-up machine
to ensure correct sizing and companent choice
Our test mede! appaared to be built to the most
exacting standards we've come to-expect fram
Argos, and to the eye was absolutely awless.
Surprisingly, the head tube was 2mm out of the
vertical though this is going 1o be unnobcazble
when riding,

Both the Argos and the Hewit ate built from
Reynolds 725 tubing - a high-spedification heat-
traated Civo offenng 409 more strength than
Reynolds 531, for the same weight, Both use
neat cast short point lugs and are siver Hrazed
Tiis is & lows! ternperature process than bronze
brazing, and ensures as much strength as
possibl { after construction. As fork
blades are not availzble in 725, both bikes
comes: with Reynolds 531 farks. The Hewdtt's
alignment was as good as they coma.

Itve Condor s-very neatly built from
Reynaids 531 main tubes, 725 stays and 531
forks, /631 1s an air hardening stee!, like 853; but
Is not heat-treated, it 5 nominally of the same
strenigth as 231, and joins should not lose
stiength by nature of the air hardening proc
after brazing. Re T that, compared 10
standard CrMo, fatigue life is extended
Alignment was not quite perfect with the head
tube Balng Imm out of the vertical, The Condar
lacked some of the Brazed-on touiing features
that were standard an all the nvals, such as
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GEORGE LONGSTAFF CUSTOM (around £1500). No typical spec as customers needs vary so
much - ask for what you want. Particular attention paid to personalised fit, reliability, and
long service life. Special Longstaff/Goldtech touring hubs with 4-pawl ratchet, 40 or 48 spokes
are new for ‘99. Contact Longstaff Cycles = 01782 561966

ROBERTS TRANSCONTINENTAL (typical spec £1275), A high specification custom tourer,

designed for mile eating and load carrying in comfort. Columbus Nivacrom frame w/ oversize

stays, and generous tyre clearances. Functional wide-range 27-speed gearing based on mix of

Campag Ergopower, Shimano cassette and Sachs Quarz mech. ROUGHSTUFF model with 26in

MTB wheels in Reynolds 631 (fram £995) or, custom Nivacrom (from £1200) also available.

Contact Roberts = 0181 684 3370.

MERCIAN KING OF MERCIA (£1530). Custom made tourer with great appeal to the

| traditionalist, built in Reynolds 531. Equip t is mainly Campag with a TA Zephyr chainset,
TA Techno bottom bracket and TA pedals. Contact Mercian Cycles = 01332 346786,

l"!.;dglzrjrr'_‘» fixings that dispense with anrnoyng
‘tin-plate’ ciips
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The 631 framed
Condor is a lively
machine - ideal for
sharter audax rides
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The Condor boasts nicely embellished lugs

Condor Pendio 631 Athena <1100
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