The fit's nght, the e

y— 50 what 1 ittpsthe

ave Yates 631 Custom
Go custom, get exactly what you want or, in Luke
Evans' case, a bit more than you bargained for

ARE you the wrong side of 217 Are
friends and nvals giving you-a hard time
1en the going oets taugh and those

a digits start to feel fike the dead
hang of time <lawing on the back poc
oty of your |ersey? If you nde a stee!
framed bi ong side of 211b, y&s

we're 1alking weight not yeats, you could

be history, If not ieday then pretty soon,
e equipping themselves with 3
hard-working, honest (o ged maching
with a regular steel frame-and mid-
market groupset coul 110 be on
par with the apposition until guite
recently. Give or take a pound or two You
could rest easy in the knowledge that

Anyor

your bike was nat ging 10 let you tdown
on 1hie first steep hill. Ta put thgether'a
racing hike which weighed under 201k
taok
bits ar miodt
1o pay for specialist help from wheel- and
frame-hullders. Aad for every ounce shed,
there was often 4 trade-off in strengt

maoney. Time to find trick

fied components and maonay

and titfness.

Today you can walk into a shop and
emetge minutes later with a bike that
weighs four pounds less than your old one
with-an off-shelf groupset and factory-

uilt wheels. Note prototype part in sight,
ust an aluminium frame and prool tha!
3

1and ialy have cracked the art of

nd a goad head 1o blogk thoughts of
aqs of sugar strapped 1o your back

At anything less than race pace Daye
Yates Reynodds 631 custom is all you
d want in a mad hike. It's tailor made

1o fit, handles st sa and (s made and

painted by hand, in the colour of my
choice, which feels good. It exists for two
reasons, The fist Is to be the mark two
evolution of a preyious custom frame
built by Mr Yates which didn't guite
complate 2 farly major revision of my
riding pasition, based on an original idea
tech ed. The second was to see
how an upgrade from eight to Nine
Speed Campajnolo gears worked out

Tweaking the riding position on Dave
Yates Mk | resulted in the fitment of @
140mm stem and the tepositioning of the
sadole as far as it would go on a
seatpost with extra fay-back, 50 ML I
involved sfackening the seat angle by one
gegree and feinstating a standard @y
back seatpost This maintained weight
distribution batween the frant and rear
whegls without altering the fine hanaling
balance of tha old frame. Hello a great
[6oking rame in the Continental syle
Position accomplished

All | had 10 do now was get used i«

the 72-dagres seat angle which promised

all-day comfcrt with a less top-dowr
pedalling pasition. Professional riders
have the stretgth to-sit further behind
the bracket and motar alang for hours in

big gears. Everything about the bike
looked right, big but not ungainly and
heautifully proportioned front and rear,
Not @ bad coour either. All | had to do
was ride the thing but in the back of my

med the long reach 1o the bars,

rran-esque nding position, the

172.5mm tranks — come on big boy,
thiey mocked, try shiftinig this fot if you're
man enaugh

| needn’t have wortied. It's & pussy
cat, We purr alang in steel-damped heay-
en, the halance fore and alt is perfect,
tracking as secure as a ocean liner tharks
10 a stable front end. Hills are best as
yau just sit there in a lowish gear and
10 on pedalling. A fidgety bike
demands constant micro adjustments as
you progress and that's fine, it's lively
and you feel frisky. On the Dave you feel
Iike Big Mig on the Galibier; all power
and:cemposure and not much out of
saddle acton. it's a little 100 heavy (see
abiove) to respand to little surges: On the
descents you don't have to push your
weight back 10 alter the balance as it's
already spot on. Just hit the diops, tum
in, hit the apex and power out.

i them Is onie big lesson to be
learned from Mic |l

it's that it's worth
having @ good think abaut your riding
position and what a custom frame can
offar in heiping you achieve a new

|

riding style. Get some advice

necessaty, you won't regret it and of
course a frame-builder like Dave Yates
can build an aluminium or
which gets pretty close to the latest one
kilo frames now ridden by mast top
pros. Dave's Mk I may be outdassed as

a racer but

steel frame

35 3 summes teaining,
holiday or LEtape machine it could be
a friand for years. LE

g2ig hnods

MODEL: 531 Custom
MANUFACTURER: I Sieel Cycles
DISTRIBUTOR: !\ Stesl Cycles
0191 234 4275

PRICE: (POA

WEIGHT: 71 11k

FRAME: Reynolds 631

FORK: Reynolds 631

SIZE RANGE: To ordel
GROUPSET: Lampagnolo Athena
DEVIATIONS: Mine-Speed upgrade
Record front mech

WHEELS: DRC ST17 rimson
Campagnolo Record hubs with 32
stainless stee} spokies per wheel
TYRES: Hutchinson Krono Competition
700x23¢

BARS: |IM Eclypse

STEM: 1M Eclypse

SADDLE: Selle San Marce HOP
Squacra

SEATPOST: ITM Big One

SIZE TESTED: 58cm (centre 10 top)
GEAR RATIOS: 53/29 with 12:73
EXTRAS: Chris King headsel

BB HEIGHT: Z70mm

for: Fosition, handling, staoiity
against: Ouiqunned by newer, lighter
models

100cm

performance AR N
value NEAEA LA
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