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Qar “thrown together
wilh what was lying
around" test bike

DAVE
YATES
DIABOLO

Dave Yates will build anythng you
ask for, within the confines of
safety and his reputarion, Riders,
with freaky bady dimensians or

competes handspmely
with muss produced big
name suff.

those wanting weird braze-on
appendages need only ask politely,
define the boundaries of their
waller, it back and wait. The wait
should not drag mto tedium
because the Yates frame building
waorkshop has gor its ace well
enough sorted to cope with
whatever comes their way, whether
it be big orders from shops or
diverse requests from those who
feel disinclined to sctde for the
clone approach of the masemarket.

The Diabolo'is the balanced :
sum of the most popular features
on Yaws custom MTB frames. [c's
35 niear as fic cOmes 1o miss ;
production; batch built in the most |
popular sizes and utilising the
reasonably priced Columbus
Cromor-OR tbes. [c's available as
a frame, in wwo-colour fade, for
£335 (plus £50 for a Kona Projece
Two fork), or as a complete bike
with your own componentry
preferences. Our test bike was, ta
quote Yates, “thrown rogerher with
what was lying around”. Priced ar
around £900, it has all the
hallmarks of a ready-to-hammer
machine that, weighing in at
25.751b and specced with mainly
Deore LX, competes handsomely
with most of the miss produced
big niame stuff.

If you're looking for somethirnig
with-a lircle less weight or moge
individuality, the Columbus Cyber
tubed version comes in ar £450; or
you can let Yares loose with his
own Reynolds tube mix at che
same price. The Diabolo Team, in

Columbus Max OR, i5 £519,

Frame & forks Columbus
Cromor-OR tubes are noramong
the lightest around, bug they build
into 4 classy loaking, lively and :
strong frame thacis ar home on the ;
race circuit or rouring the world.
The double butted mainframe
weighed in at 5lb 407 (17in). The
head tube was immacalately fille
brazed into the ropand down

[ Immsaculate fillet brazing is a Dave Yates
: trademark, not TIG welding that is
i common to most big production bikes.

i tubes, with the other end of the
i top tube "Bowing’ into a 3in
i remforcement sleeve at the rop of

the seat tube, The bortom bracker

! was a plain lugged unit, responsible :
i forabig chunk of the weight,
i seatstays were fastback design with

an integral allen bolt at the scar

¢ cluster and a neacsingle arm
¢ sloed cable guide, and the
i chamstays had plenty of tyre toam.

f Triple stotred cable guides gracecd

¢ the top tube and there were eyelers
¢ for rack and guards on the rear

i dropouss, but no rack mountings

on the seatstays and only one set of

i bottle eage evelers, Yates can fit

i whatever extras you require. One
i moan— the inside of the scat rube
: was poorly finished, scraping lines
¢ in the searpm as we adjusted iv,

The fork was the excellene

102 MTB PRO



=
o]
h—
~=]
=
<D
=
o
—
§
=
E

strzight bluded Kona Project Two
one of the crispest-handling farks
around and reasonably light. Frame
geometry was relaxed and
pleasingly neutral, 70.5 degree
head and 72.5 degree scac angles,
with a long (23in) top tube on our
17in test bike and a shightly longer
wheelbase than avetage (42.25in).
PRO RATING DESIGN 80%
FINISH 90%

Transmission The Disbolo ook
the mix'n'macch approach o

Touches like the neat single arm slotfed
cahle guide are typical Dave Yates,

MTB PRO

mnsmiission. On a £900 bike,
Shimano’s Deore LX driverrain
componentry is simply average

i The cranks were from a "94 group,
¢ with the new pattern 22, 32, 42

: rings; at the time of writing sall

i not replaceable because there ace
no spares in the shops, Gear machs
! were from '93, fine by us, openited
: through Deore DX thumbshifrers,
i The retro appeal of indexed

E 'l\‘]n,l’l’l“: never f‘]\i‘K \K/" ]llvl‘ "IP’
: mechanieal simplicity and the

: fricrion swirch oprion for when

= sumething goes haywire, and it
seerns a great pity that chey are

: slowly becommg extiner

Last year's cassetre sprockets

: muay not offer the 11 tooth grinder
: gear, bur they do emit thit 1510

i 18 wooth jump thar has irriraced wy
i on '94 casserres, Instead, the
Diabola oflered 13, 16, 18, 20, 22,
124, 28. The 16 was 4 gzu!mnd for
steady smte nding, the et werc

i dloge enough for comforrapart

i from the bottom drop to a 13,

i again steessing thar anly eighe-

¢ speed clusters can truly offer clase
rarios AND the full range. 22-28

2 was OK on the severe climbs, but

¥ 42-13 was too spinny for straight |
i gravity drops. PRO RATING75% :

The Diabofo respands well {0
prdaliing surges; and skips

 Yirough sin

cws 111t were

G FuteHlToT!

Braking Therc’s not o lot to say
¢ abour LX brake calipers with SIX

levers, They're casy to et up, casy

¢ to adjuse, dependable and efficient.
¢ We like the independent

: adjustment and replaceability of

i separate brake and gear levers. Tl
i combined Rapidfre Plus units are
OK for most nders bot it's not

i always easy to find spare parrs if

i you susuin crach damage or if the
f ‘l"'l.'rﬂfl' \'\")fl!;'ltvi U"d)L‘ u]l;lﬁlcr'; 5‘)

¢ an strike. PRO RATING 85%

and excels on demanding

singletrack. Dave Yates creations will 5

always bear a slight weight

disadvantage over simifarly priced
Taiwanese offerings, bacause he

continues to use the fine art of
brazing and filing, but we
suspect the demands for his
artistry will continue as long as
the principles of ‘intermediate
technology' are respected.

i apokes seem o rule the roost. With
i Campagnolo Stheno rims and

| butted spokes, wheel weightwas

i sall low and the in-heuse build

i quality was superb. Specialized

: wreads shod the hoops, a Cannibal

1 on the back, Storm Conrrol front,
both particularly talented in the

i filthiest conditions, but perfectly ar
| home over most terrain

PRO RATING 80%
Comfort & detail 1+ good  seea

; £ 23.51n handlebar in these times
i Wheels Like the thumbshifters, the -

i 36 spoke wheels were a birof a

I yetro touch In these days when 32

\\'hfl’l narraow h.’?r'ﬂ seem o hC n \\TI}'

i of cheating weight. The 144g bars,
¢ anZa ends and 269g Zoom stem

Summary: Dave Yates Diabolo

The Diabolo offers an all-raund appeal
that pure race thoroughbreds often | #
lack, It's at ease over hill and dale,

Yy weight 75%

\ ",

]|

Value For 759,
Money

Overall )
Performance 85%

2 1




made for 2 lightweight pilot
control area that, combined with
the Project Two fork, made the
Dinbolo eminently fickable
through twisty singlerrack. A long
searpost (350mm), the heighe
adjustment of the stem and the
long il of the Concor Lite saddle
combined to give excellent
flexibilivy T ride posture, allowing
riders from 5t 8in-3ft 11in o fecl

that makes you wonder exactly

¢ where all the performance is

coming from! It’s by no means the
top bike in the Yares seable; bur its
trall performance ts well up wich

i the £1,000 plus machines from che

big name mnges. At the price, you

i could get a beuter speceed machine

ut case. The long top tubes of Dave

Yates' MTBs emphasise high
performance and the efficiency of 4
Har buck poveare: Riders loolring
more rowards scenic craising than
wrail blazing may prefer 2 shoreer
scem, but we liked ir exactly as i
was. The Diabolo componentry
set-up felt ready o hammer

PRO RATING 85%

Handling The Dave Yares Dinbolo

from 3 Taiwanese mnge, but we've
rircly come across ane that rides as
well, If you're having a good day, it
skips through the singletrack ns
though on autopilet. The nearral
frame geometry and cosp stweering
of the Kona fork create a
directional stability thar threatens
to wake you up if your mind is
tuncd clsewhere. 1¢'s a siff
machine under power, responding
well to pedalling surges, but feels

i surprisingly comforuable over the

raugh stuff; even when the terrain

i+ seares. o call for suspension forks

is one of those down-ro-earth bikes :

PRO RATING 90%

PAGE
RC-200
WORKS

Confronted by 2 Pace Racing
machine for the first time, you
might find ir difficulr to believe
you're looking ar anything other
than-a one-off cancepe bike,

The unigue frame construction
of the RC-200 sets 10 worlds apare
from anything ¢lse on the marker
lts engineered beanty goes way
beyand the sesthetic and, swhen
combined wich the full Pace works
kit of RC-35 forks, RC-20
chainrings and RC-SUB-130 bars,
the end resulr is a no-holds-barred
comperition machine boestng one

A grease port for
Iplilng withaut
tisassembly
improves plremly
excellent forks,

af the most bombproof sub-4lb
frames we've come across. (Perhaps
I should declare an interest here, 1
have been riding a Pace RC-100 for
the past four years and i's sill my
favourice bike.)

Page have recently merged their
engineering and admin operations
into on¢ krge producrion unir, in a
hilleop village surrounded by North
Yorkshire moors and farmland, The
aim is o increase officiency and
outpur, allowing then to up
producton from the crrent 10
frames and 150 forksa week. Over
50 per cent of their cureent output
goes overseas, with the rest shared
between 44 ‘Seatus One' UK
dealers.

Pace are notarious for their
inspired 'in the pipeline’ projects,
bur the basic design of the RC-200
has anly been subjected to subile
changes since It inception in =2




Frame & forks RC-200 frames
| come anodised in four coloarwayi:
i polished aluminium or the racing
colours of Britain, France or those
of our test bike, ‘Rosso
Competizione Italiano’. The
¢ biilding macerial is 7020
aluminium bax secrion on the wp
tube, down tube and rear triangle,
tubular on the scat and head tubes,
Each section is drawn from dies
dedgned by Pace, then '[oad
dédicated’ by milling mareral away
from the less stressed surfaces,
effectively double butting the twbes
externally and dialling in the
dedred combination of strenggh,
light weight, shock absorprion and

For stopping power, Magura Hydraullc
brakes are difficult to beat.

o 1987. Our test bike, which is
acqually Richard Thackeay's works
machiae, differs only slightly from
the praduction versions, principally
in the red anodised overkill,
Magura brake specific frame
fittings and one piece Mace

: is a mainframe cthar weighs in ac

- 31b 140z (1%in), although our

= “works' st bike had shed another
= couple of vunces throngh

¢ addivional surface milling.

XTR cranks, stripped and anodised 1o
match the trame, turn Pace chainrings.

issuperb. The head tube 1s
internally bureed and fearures
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scem/steerer,

high petformance. The end result

The finc detail on the RC-200

vertical webbs on the back ro help
distriburte shock loads away from

i the main tbes, The chainsays are

BIKE TESTED FUQUAY CUSTOM DIABLO ACE RC-200 WORKS I :
sk \ DAVE YATES PACE RC-200 i shaped into a shallow double bend
Tatal weight 27 25750 2441 “,"‘"“]‘ Ve "}:"‘i";"'f‘ "“l“"'
> ¢ cleamnce without lasing the space
rox £2.350 (feame oaly 26 Approx 8600 {frame valy £335 rox £2.500 (Eriime only £825 i < i
T _:;p = '359'0"3 5;:5775] i ‘ Rz = i ‘n = yq ) i needed for big tyres and muddy
Blstributor Ny SRy eisd) b o kb EECOTEIN ML et i condirions. The right hand seatsray
i is slightly offser at the dropour for
D fiitchey Logio Prestige eharmaly Cofumtiis O dauble batted chromoky Gustom Deawn 7000 Sares Al { improved chain clearance and
(1BZ00/41b 0.542) (23200/5% 407} (17o0g/Ih 1201} i - alignment; and the derachable
Forks Fuguaty Custon! (85591 1d02) Koma Projont 2/(837g/1 Taz) :1‘;2 2535 ;ﬁ;tomnrfimnemum (10580 :i:-::::;t:l:c(\l :Ir:] l;;l:lc: with
L4 OIS, 4 C
{1153 Thrasdbnad 1in (1354 j i Mavic 1in {115 : s
du! ‘ Camps [hrzadhnad 1in (1350) Shimaap Teor DX 1ia (1509) avic 1in {115q) : derachable forward facing
desnanmeots : seatclamp holts into' s beavily
Cranksat Midqjeburn 23 25,48 (6009) Shimarin Geore LX 22 52 AL (70g) Shiimgag XTR, #308 ings 20,5348 (8830) | 7 reinforced machined section that
Mavic Shor Arm tear (234g), Shifmno Shimanc Do LX (reif. 2824, front Shimana Degre XT eaxe (1270), TR front | tops off the join between the seat
Swrallons XT front (1209) ‘ 136g) (1180) i
) i rube, wop twbe and mono scay.
Shifters Bripahift §-spood Shimam OX thumbetifters Benre XT thumbshifiers 3 We suspecc thar the RC-200
Froawheel SAP Titatiim Shemamo 1K 7-spsed. Shimano XTR S-apeed - mminframe s among the srrongest
Chnln Sedes MTB LT (3184 Shemang Sedis and best finished mce frames on
Podals Look Woat (5409 Narie supplled Shimina SPOXT (505 pr) - the plane. It’s almaost surprising
; : - that, for £825, there was still
Battom bracket Zerg itaninen (1709) Shimann cartridge (320g) Biyee fitanham (193
: enonugh hudget lefr to warrant
: : : double bortle bosses with ticanium
Hubs Hope Tectinoloay Shemano Deots EX Arar Hugi B2peed cassatte, et Paco | | © allen balrs, an excellent three point
fims Aillchay Vanaape Fro S2spoke Campagnlo Sthend 36 spoke: FtR M122 - adjusiable apti-chainsuck guard
Spokes Ruchey Logic ‘Stadnless buttid 0T Swiss stainless = mntl even bastes for a:Crud Carcher
Whosl waight VATt yres) Froit 6969 feer 10880 ||| (WhouLryrmsy From BS0g, fear 14780 | (Withoul tyres) oo 394, reat 1aa3g | ;. (which comes as a standard ficcing).
Speciatired Shackmastér frant (840} Specalzed GinIbaVSHor Gamrol 1 8in | Panaracer Smokd 1,00 roar (57051, 0| & > Mfmc headser and Royce Racing
Tyrea/tubes Modw Exdtraine ruar (6450) Tiog2 (1709) (7754 Butyt (1850) 2:1In front (603a) Buyl (1770) & utanium botom bracker were alsy
[ ficted. Both arc.among the lighrest
Brakes ¢ WIE Syeadnasts Himano D sz g | “Table.
rs Paify Croes Togs front Deadmass ros! Shimanc Dears LY (3407 pr) Magum {7850 proomploln, v levers ; We doit't have unough space
i Dy Qrapx OB i) IR e ard i L here o go into the technological
i ateributer of Pace RC-35 forks.
Mandlebars Gontral Taoh 2360 (1474} 2014 al 2351 (144g) Face Renthial HE-5U813021 4in (1429) | ¢ They're among the best elastomer
Stam Satsa ciromaty A30mm (2369) Zom 1 9amm (265) Paes he-pince slomalisrer 100m) (425q) | | Forks-on the market, superbly
Bar ends YLita (120G p1) ona (160] None v.-ur'mfucmd and !}{ﬂhm Empmvcd
; in ‘94 by the addition of a grease
Grips onZa (745} Foam Frod Satmnn i v 3
- 2 s TN i pore to lubricace the mrernal
Suidty SHl S Wyhos (2ol P g vl [ workings withour disassembly, Our
Ssatpast XeLite 350mm {2140) 200w S50mim (£559) Syiichios 320’ (2509) i anly gripe is a luck of mud room
Seat bolt Allen ciampl (28g) I | Alln bolt Allen Dolt (69) = under the brace when a cantileves
Tadt = 16 iy o o g e s i) Tostad ~ 1750 0 60 b of top e (atnd ey | Tt~ 18,0500 Ok Voot op ute e 19y | : birakee s firred, PRO RATING
- t3 4
“Stamiover hisgtn 9000 Head sl T4 Slandovar haight 30.25in « Reid angle 705 Snandaver hafght 31in « Head ang 11 : DESIGN 95% FINISH 100%
dograss » Seat angla 73 tiagmes & Top tabe gagraes « Skt anjlo 72.5 dngives » Tup tube dpgress s Sest angle 74 degraes » Tho tube : X :
Ionglt 23 » Whelizes 4151 Beai 46 tength 7in  Whesioiso 42,251 s Bearend | fenglh 23 51 Wheelbege €2 5h v Fizrend | | © Tramsmission I was intoresting to
‘|m-ammpmmrmmu.m 157551 » Botrom brackst Might 11.75 165.5 « Bottom bmcke hugtt 1225m 2 take notesabant drivermin choioss
MTE PRO



MTB PRO VERDICT

The Diabolo is our idea of the
perfect ‘budget’ bike if you

probably builds predominantly

| for the same market as Yates, .

truly want to sample the best | but his preference for TIG

of mountain biking. There are | welding sets him apart from
plenty of excellent £500 mass  most UK frame meisters and.
production bikes, but allows him to make full use of
~sometimes it's just nice to © the short butted tubesets that

know that your bike was built
by.anidentifiable being whose

. typify the top level of Far East
: and US frame building. Pace

inspiration overcomes the - have created a worldwide
foibles and fallibility of . markee far a whole serles of
- anonymity. ' - unique products, of which the
All three test bikesare the RC-200 frame and RC-35 forks
products of inspired riders who ~ are the centrepiace. Their
practise and build what they | example has spawned a whole
preach. We chose Yates' - new generation of UK

Diabolo because it exemplifies
particular aspects of the UK
custom scene (fillet brazing,
choice of add-ons, and s on)
that have blossomed and

: compenent entrepeneurs and a
. handful of new frame builders.

. The RC-200 frameset has

~ notched a relatively small but

. increasingly well established

developed with the progression  place in the world MTB
‘of the MTB. Greg Fugquay market.
 Eagle, most of the . Sury aluminium
THE OTHER | imail scate UK builders | frames, and they've
CONTENDERS havecrossedover  justproduced a
the road scens,  ‘standard’ double
. 2 lnamlng from thelr triangle version,
The home grown MTB. - un and thelr rivals' - Farmida One. i
frame market is _pxperiences. Of those ' Surrey, have shunned
refatively small {whose bikes we have | the conventional
compared to the ‘ridden, there are & few - approach, employing

plethora of road frame  ghxe ceand out, such as

builders touting thelr | ap o Roberts, Dave
long astablishod trade. Lioyd, Dave Hinde and
hltoi:hw !I;i: names, p.na Donahus Ozone
Raleigh, Dawes, ve impressed us with
Townsend and British, thd' TIG welded E-

their sidlls in carbon

| fitre constructions to
: crodte a monocoquea
. carbon malnframe

with a Roberts built

- chromoly rear triangle.




