ith the predominance of

MTBs, the traditional British

touring bike has become

ever more sidelined by the

bigeer manufacturers and
sven by many dealers, Increasingly, the besl
decls are offered by specialist shops and frame
tuilders whocan build full-custom models ar put
together a value-for-money package with plenty
of options, Both approaches appeal to riders
who knowe what kid of touring they mast enjoy
and want a specfic machine to meet this need

a5 opposed to the more genaric approach

taken by, say, the w5 Super Galawy which has
10 3im 8t @ mass market,

Bespoke tourers tend 1o start at around
£1200, compared to the £800 Super Galaxy, s
for most tourists the investment has to be rght.
But an off the-shelf modsl simply wan't do for
many, as expenence narmally breeds strong
prefeences, Additionally, iounsts tend to want &
machine to last far decades and not simply until
the next fad. Top tounng bikes are becoming
incieasingly dedicated to specific purposes. well
built machines are-available for having a &l

slast on
a short, fast auday; the efficiency and comfort
nesds of longer audax events and hight touring;
the all-iound abilities and load canying
requirements for "raditional” oaring/camping;
and the longer-tarm rellability and exdra-haagw
loads of full blown expediticns. For our review

Argos Paris-Brest-Paris

The Argos is made from
Reynolds 725 tubing
with 531 forks. The
frame detail suggests
that it is designed for a
very long life

s
=

| The Argos bag support allows ST1 to be used

cified bikes suitable for the middle

~ audax, over-nighting and stretching to
the potertial for lightweight camping, leaving our
suppliers o do the rest

Argos in Bristol have almost 25 years
expenience of bullding custam tourers, ncluding
thase used by lan Hitell, perhaps the world's
maost inrepid cycle-tounist, Their Pars-Brast-Pans
model (£1299) is ther first ‘semi-production’
machine. It's intended for audax through to
lightly loaded tounng use.

London based Condor have been supplying
distinctive touring machines for 50 years, The
Pendio tested (E£1199) is bulltfrom Reynoldy
637 and s aimed at fast day us=. Uke Argos,
Condosoffar full custem options at-extra cost

Paul Hewitt, of Leyland, Lancashire, is quickly
bullding up a nepuits
The Custom Tounng tested (£1421.73) is fully
customer specified. e the dosest of the test
brkes 1o the Super Galaxy in terms of intendad
usage — mad camping and day ndes.

For our reviesy, Tyneside based Dave Yates
ditched 700C wheels and built us-a new 26in
whested version of his tustom Hasteller
(£1150) —a bike designed for full-an touring.

Frame

Although not & full custany machine, the
purchaser goes throlgh 8 thorough measuring
session with the founder ol Argos, Arthur

£1299

An expert mitre on the ‘fast back’ stays

1 for top quality machines.

Needharm, on an adpusteble mocked-up machine
to ensure correct sizing and companent choice
Our test mede! appaared to be built to the most
exacting standards we've come to-expect fram
Argos, and to the eye was absolutely awless.
Surprisingly, the head tube was 2mm out of the
vertical though this is going 1o be unnobcazble
when riding,

Both the Argos and the Hewit ate built from
Reynolds 725 tubing - a high-spedification heat-
traated Civo offenng 409 more strength than
Reynolds 531, for the same weight, Both use
neat cast short point lugs and are siver Hrazed
Tiis is & lows! ternperature process than bronze
brazing, and ensures as much strength as
possibl { after construction. As fork
blades are not availzble in 725, both bikes
comes: with Reynolds 531 farks. The Hewdtt's
alignment was as good as they coma.

Itve Condor s-very neatly built from
Reynaids 531 main tubes, 725 stays and 531
forks, /631 1s an air hardening stee!, like 853; but
Is not heat-treated, it 5 nominally of the same
strenigth as 231, and joins should not lose
stiength by nature of the air hardening proc
after brazing. Re T that, compared 10
standard CrMo, fatigue life is extended
Alignment was not quite perfect with the head
tube Balng Imm out of the vertical, The Condar
lacked some of the Brazed-on touiing features
that were standard an all the nvals, such as
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wnolds ¢




GEORGE LONGSTAFF CUSTOM (around £1500). No typical spec as customers needs vary so
much - ask for what you want. Particular attention paid to personalised fit, reliability, and
long service life. Special Longstaff/Goldtech touring hubs with 4-pawl ratchet, 40 or 48 spokes
are new for ‘99. Contact Longstaff Cycles = 01782 561966

ROBERTS TRANSCONTINENTAL (typical spec £1275), A high specification custom tourer,

designed for mile eating and load carrying in comfort. Columbus Nivacrom frame w/ oversize

stays, and generous tyre clearances. Functional wide-range 27-speed gearing based on mix of

Campag Ergopower, Shimano cassette and Sachs Quarz mech. ROUGHSTUFF model with 26in

MTB wheels in Reynolds 631 (fram £995) or, custom Nivacrom (from £1200) also available.

Contact Roberts = 0181 684 3370.

MERCIAN KING OF MERCIA (£1530). Custom made tourer with great appeal to the

| traditionalist, built in Reynolds 531. Equip t is mainly Campag with a TA Zephyr chainset,
TA Techno bottom bracket and TA pedals. Contact Mercian Cycles = 01332 346786,

l"!.;dglzrjrr'_‘» fixings that dispense with anrnoyng
‘tin-plate’ ciips
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The 631 framed
Condor is a lively
machine - ideal for
sharter audax rides
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The Condor boasts nicely embellished lugs

Condor Pendio 631 Athena <1100
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WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN

FRAME AND HANDLING Stable handling with
slow steering, rather than tetchy and quick,
is all important. This is aspecially the case
aver long distances, at speed, and carrying
loads. This me2ans shallow head angles of 71
or 72 and around 6em-plus of trail. Oversize
top tubes are now almost standard, and in
particalar help to stabilise a bike carrying
heavy loads. For heavier loads, roughstuff
and improved comfort, check that wider
tyres (37mm plus) can be used.
WHEELS Expect quality bubs with good

fing ~ this Iy MTE hubs,
which being Smm wider thun road models,
build a stronger wheel with less dish. 36/36
spoking is standard bul for heavier loads 10
spokes in the rear wheel can be used for
greater reliability and strength, though the
choice of 40 spoke rims and hubs is limited.
Sapim and DT spokes are ack ledged
leaders for long-term reliability

25in MTB wheel tourers ate becoming
more common. These have the advantages of
stronger wheels, greater adaptability, lower
loads (increasing stability), greater comfort,
and lower gear ratios while using standard
transmission,
GROUPSET Complete groupsets are either
intended for MTB ot road racing giving the
choice of good low ratios with big gaps in
the cruising range, or dose-ratio cruising
gears with what cen be insufficiently low
ratios - some mix and match Is often the
best compramise. Brakes involve simil
compramises. Road groupset brakes have
insufficient ‘drop’ for anything greater than
28mm tyres (25mm for Campag) when used
with mudguards, Drop-bar levers have too
little cable pull when used with \-brakes and
most cantilever brakes unless adapters or
careful set-ups are used. These arrangements
are necessary lor wide clearances and
sufficient braking power when loaded
OTHER ELEMENTS Consider what extras are
included as this varies between individual
bikes: pedals, carriers, mudguards, extra
braze-ons etc,
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d shifted’s fnctior Bor any reEan s treklong’ mo & 100 thanks 1 its 26x1 650 twies, and tounng 13t
will do in aniemengenay, of if MTE 1k design. At e J o
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e ven thotgh ths By g0 ! canyimg when hres ouen !
MTNPNEE S raar Ny t ISe-maimntama na IRESstu 1y,
Ireewhies! mechanisn ! ALY Morphe anat Randonieur b
TR i bust eem o bedl rof ins 1ot 415 4=
1 iy priced Shimano Ules | bt the or. 11 It I
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Shimano’s M tm e \
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this by positionie the hit ! ek eadif ' i A 3tes ge
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Double-buned spokes which migre eadily Argos I R plect
nithhiold thesr 1ension, and longife single butted Condar yddles will alway 1 persondl matter bl
Dks 1 2Ear { Hewatt moie Rolis tha | the 1 Lt
wh hregk { 1 hke Yates e 1 ' tves fitts i

s tHay ' may nat last the longest Hauls, The bat have bestr 309 1% |} theslr Lalese significant, The Yates was supremely comly

Paul Hewitt Custom Tnurmg £1471.73
A beautifully made

iy M, o
most versatile of
the bikes on test

e

The Hewitt boasts dearance for 40mm tyres The convenient Campag Ergopower levers

65



hike test
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Dave Yates Hosteller Custom <1150 |
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hike test

sprightfy version of the better choice for this and-camping: preferences vary hugely, And with an item of this

The Argos 1.8 mars

tt, again with a lot of fine attention to detail, The Yates gave us complete confidence in impontance and expense you have 1o make the
Argos custom frames are not cheap tut the all conditions, taking on roughstuff with a3 choice that & absolutely right for the typ= of
stock Tramie 1ested was practically perfect - It's and was the most corfortable. With narro cycling thal you do:
very good value if you don't need 1o go custom. tyres such as the 26x1.3in Vredestein 5.0 %
Its rack steady handling suits noctumal nding, still quite & passable machine for licking along PERFORMANCE
making its Paris-Brest-Pans name an apt choice: the tarmac. With thelr varsatility, camfort and Argos
For shorer audax rides, bul Hardly touring in generally mice feel, 26in wheeled tourers such s Condor
the comnventional sense. the Condos hae lats of thiz H’J»”y ara a good way 10 go It could sevs 35 Hewitt
get up and go, but its main imitation is its audax and expedition bike in one, and its value Yatos

25mm max tyre size. This means that longer

for meney was greater here than in some:of the

ing to be as comfortable as middling components fitted. The 'Hesteller’ Value
we'd like, unless riding an bitliard table toads, As namne doesn't do it full fustice. MG =1 | S -
for messy winter lanes, 3 fair degree of caition In all cases, itis (p 1o you 1o decide what Condor L 111 J&
will need to be exerdsed. The Condor Heritage vou want. With the help of the supplier you can Hewitt 20000
(Reynalds 525/Carmpag Mirage, from £899) 15 a make an informed choice - as personal Yates (111 e

CYCLING PLUS WORKSHOP RE

MAKE AND  CONDOR PENDIO B31 ARG0S PARIS-BREST-PARIS | DAVE YATES MOSTELLER PAUL HEWITT CUSTOM
MODEL: | ATHENA: | CUSTOM TOURING
Pepises yaloe [ ST03 RUR3 (e dely EASD wl hewrzel) | STUU (vt oely 94201 SITLTY (fromsset seiy 525
Paatact ‘ {serdar Cyclen w6111 263 650 Aryes fiscing Dycles = (117 912 4730 | fantact 4L Steel (paion v ON1 234TTS | Pl Hovelte Oycdva s B1772 AT
Size Tasted | ShenTin ANV 2 { STt tin S22
Sizes Mvaitahde | R0y 3 53m i Thm jocrssndoty | Ay (14-32) Ay
Wedpht Tasted LSS TL IG5 [ IR DS TE 1Y LTIy ZeN
Feumg Beaasd] haged Rrpesids 51 A% fiaws Sy brared g Ragrmkls 773 Deshpeer | Draved hgied Reyondds 525 €Al | Sy et bl Reymolds 725 (ke
| tbed, 725 vt Seid (el
Firis Reywols 841 ey 831 Hewokls 53 Reyrwies 531
Frame Weight | S 12422 250k 060 Pl b
Forks Weight | Byt 520 ¥ Pkl | IL85p/ 18T IS/t
§ - Ve e s TSR TN S jedis LR HE —tds
TS 1o tibe AR S22 80T T S1hen/7240 Sibens72 50
[ Sestitnbe fcic} | BScnsiiie S0zt 250 BT | St
[minstays { 0 aln )0/ 80 | 5L lin | A1t/ 0 5in
Wheef 3¢ {01 TerV33 8 WSen/MD i | A o i | 4 Bem/80.0
-g' Hexd/cent angde | T2S" 12 |72 nt
Seat hibe angle | T3 v 5 o | e
Lk otfist A Son Sitam A5 || 5em
s- Trail &lom Rk ' Ssem Bxm
BS heighl %W BieniBin | N30T Alon/Nis
E Stantovee height | 80.7ow/ X By T es'3) ln 81 0ca3] B #8on e
g Hraze-om 4t beltie mavnty. rear etk moundy 2 asty ot mgvnty, resr pack iheuts, 3 st Bolde iy, rest ack 3od bw- | Buere betth s, e 3ck and b ey
o JRED pog wt Dedd Dde s peg i fent sbay, clom hasge, Gder ounty, plentp 1ey ow 203l Ky, Hot, pony g wt wead Dbe, cha Rangey
concealed svar o rabie | Ao braciet |
fasd tnbe | withiy Jeeen oot sran oy e yotin 2mem (eky ey body e et S (=3 ms bordy, Traee) patact
Kwe) Fram )
feat trlsagln erfect it it Zmoeni | puact
Ford | pfect pfect | perfeta P

= [T | ampagraly Aher Tmm 2242527 Shonarg Uteors 10, 5842557 Sharont X T, 32-3241T | A Zepthyt Timn, 25-34-467
=B Bstinm bracket | Campagmhy M carsddgn Sviusa ey 500 cartides | Svmase UNI2 cortridon (| Sxirrone (NST cartridgn
E Franwaarl | Eattgapriey Shraen) HEM | Laverveme WEFTU || Shronm CSAITHO
E ! 1166111801 23251 TR L15 P20 14 2TT 112141538 21 I 08-32T 101618 48-20-13-35-20 34T
Ciala | Cotrpadrate 03 Shinam §652 S HETL Seh PUEGR
g Oeexilingr Ihmnh Moversd Tackeg Teigte T | Stymane Utegrn 555, bang toge { S $X { Drmegroin Yuloss ong raze
E Eear hpvess l Saar kevars Bdmpsgrab Ahwsa Srpoppmsr | Shersm Ulegr STV Fite Ooc coopitide - | Shimae Dom Aos: Big Eind Lemmgooin Vekicy Ergapoms
Peday l == Now taniz plam e
T i R T Ypewasts 8 ity

idiaieinyinls
AR aRTE |
eI AEDC N
wnisuyisiyiea

RH000) 18] 170020 ) 241 27
£ T 8T A R T8 AY
TT] "u‘.if’nen}?ii_ﬁu’f;h*

3
'}

(12 va e i i ea g e}

|

f
i

Ratios

SIEES]

l

| {7 9 (5 28 &3 7004, 0

Fiitng | Frmat & Raasr 364 790 R 5752 Front % e 368 7000 Mawe T7IF SV oy | et & e 364 2 Mamie TIT7 SUP Fimat & Rtar 366 T000 Acsbesis T 24
Hisba | Camiagon Aifesa Somae Utwg Mimam (X ok X1

Spomrs | iniapdi= oo 243 {2%mn) Standhins 1Ty (2 0010 Vusdowy O (VY LAV Bkt Saghrr il (V. Sepmt) Sy oY (pour dade)
Tyres | Misbain Al Sutdt Knkar 70, Preaacer Poids TOHC Hee Revart 160 2600 S Pasmrcer P 100X

Whesls

Whise! weight 0 | oot 15h077 000, reae 10TEnRRS Sots $ES72 0T e SEQAOEY (wh ) | front T A/ IS, e 1At/ RN (. | fel: l.".\ivlﬂh. eer; | 1A NGY (Wi
; (s cassanie) Cageitn) thtiphe) caiétte)

O Hmdlchur xhom | Gl TE Gt 2t Sy fem 18 Byt em ¥ Statig om
b= Hesdirhers | ol Anateric $ten fo-t) TP Mg Rarpbanvienr Mistsria 420m (o) | 7 Merpiee Rasddemtern’ At 400 (0-2) | Nocphe flandeonenr Arafamic 430 {00)
E Headert | Cramgagrmhy Moyt Garam 00 Fhnae D X790 $yimeco Deere AT cartidize
e B | G2 Matts Spescdenl Mt Porell $ax Moo Rsts D Swn Mereo fisdy Hitdy tns Trtodatic 3
E' Seatyast { Sy Myro 2239m | Kaboy Kitctuy togy 72 Uniiostited 7%= Heloy Fatctey cogy 212mm
Brakese! | Lartyagrsia Mrna || Stamant RXHX) despy dot S X V-beaiies: w/ Y-Sasters (ks D \erms £5 et et Diper thecks
3 Aenmssaries £'13 motir Bty Cages, e ENS |2 b cages, rommiw SKE ealgpamde, 2 bafte raged. whle SNCK peshproancte cear | Ybtthh o, wtde (RS merigmnts fitsks

| Jrahyninds, Yopmsh rest rack | Blickinam X3+ 7eer sk Tebd HPX favg | i, Stackdsrs Cnotost iy, patyl Sarn EX-14 a0k, Biacibipn Cesoon fowe riier

CYCLING PruUS FEBRUARY 1990 67




